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Laura Kina 
Vincent de Paul Professor, The Art School 
DePaul University, The Art School  
1150 W. Fullerton #317 Chicago, IL 60614  
Cell: 773-671-6601 Lkina@depaul.edu 
www.laurakina.com 
  
Born: 1973, Riverside, California USA  
Work/Live: Chicago, Illinois USA 

 
Education 
2001  M.F.A.  Studio Art  University of Illinois at Chicago  
1994  B.F.A. Painting & Drawing The School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
 
Areas of Specialization: studio art (painting, drawing), contemporary art, American studies, Asian American studies, 
Okinawan studies, critical mixed race studies, critical ethnic studies 

 
Solo Exhibitions 
2023  Golden Hour – an Appraisal, FLXST Contemporary/ARTSY, Chicago, IL, curated by Jan Christian Bernabe 

Over the Rainbow, Once More Time, Riverside Art Center, IL, curated by Joanne Aono (print catalogue) 
2019 Holding On, FLXST Contemporary, Chicago, IL (online catalogue) 
2018  Champaru, McCabe Library, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, PA 
2016 Uchinanchu: The Art of Laura Laura Kina, Kwan Fong Gallery of Art and Culture, California Lutheran 

University, Thousand Oaks, CA 
Uchinanchu, W. Keith & Janet Kellogg University Art Gallery, California State Polytechnic University (print 
and online catalogue) as part of Transnational Lives in Motion: The Art of Laura Kina and Viêt Lê, co-
curated by Mary Yu Danico and Michele Cairella Fillmore, Pomona, CA 

2015 Blue Hawaiʻi, Harold B. Lemmerman Gallery, New Jersey City College, Jersey City, NJ (print and online 
catalogue) 

2014 Blue Hawaiʻi, University of Memphis Fogelman Galleries of Contemporary Art, Memphis, TN  
2010 Sugar, Woman Made Gallery, Chicago, IL  
2007  Aloha Dreams, Diana Lowenstein Fine Arts, Miami, FL  
2006  Loving, Grand Projects, New Haven, CT 
2003 Hapa Soap Opera, Diana Lowenstein Fine Arts, Miami, FL 
 
2-Person Exhibitions 
2015 Sugar/Islands: Finding Okinawa in Hawaiʻi – the art of Laura Kina and Emily Hanako Momohara, curated 

by Krystal Hauseur, Japanese American National Museum, Los Angeles, CA (print catalogue) 
2009 Indigo: New works by Shelly Jyoti and Laura Kina, RedEarth Gallery, Baroda, Gujarat, India (print 

catalogue) 
Traveled to: 
o 2013 Indigo: Exhibition of Textiles by Laura Kina and Shelly Jyoti, Gandhi Memorial Centre, 

Bethesda, MD 
o 2013 Indigo: Shelly Jyoti and Laura Kina, Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, IL (print pamphlet and 

online catalog) 
o 2011 Indigo: Laura Kina and Shelly Jyoti, Diana Lowenstein Fine Arts, Miami, FL 
o 2011 Indigo: Laura Kina and Shelly Jyoti, ArtXchange, Seattle, WA (print and online catalogue) 
o 2010 Indigo: New works by Shelly Jyoti and Laura Kina, Nehru Art Centre, Mumbai, India 
o 2009 Indigo: New works by Shelly Jyoti and Laura Kina, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, India 

 

mailto:lkina@depaul.edu
http://www.laurakina.com/
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Selected Group Exhibitions 
2024 Blue Gold: The Art and Science of Indigo, a Getty PST ART: Art and Science Collide initiative, Mingei 

International Museum, San Diego, CA 
2023 We Are Here, Because You Were There, A2A Gallery, Ann Arbor Art Center, Ann Arbor, MI, curated by 

Chien-an Yuan 
2022 Fukki Qualia: Collection Exhibition in the 50th Year from the Reversion of Okinawa to Japan, Okinawa 

Prefectural Museum and Art Museum, Naha, Okinawa, Japan 
Liminal Hymns, Core Gallery, Seattle, WA 
Generations: 30 Years of Woman Made Gallery, juried by Jae Green and Marisa Miles, Woman Made 
Gallery, Chicago, IL 

 Diversity within a Microcosm: Varieties of Expression in Japanese American Art, curated by Alice Murata, 
Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU) Ronald Williams Library, Chicago, IL 
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow and Tomorrow, curated by The Industry of the Ordinary (Adam Brooks and 
Mathew Wilson), Design Museum of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

 OVERRIDE/A Billboard Project, a citywide collaborative public art initiative between EXPO CHICAGO and 
the City of Chicago’s Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events 

2021 Portraits of Ryukyu: From Models to Artists, curated by Megumi Tomiyama, Okinawa Prefectural Museum 
and Art Museum, Naha, Okinawa, Japan 
Reimagining the Global Village, curated by Nirmal Raja, Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design, Milwaukee, 
WI 

2020 Reaching for the Horizon, curated by Jan Christian Bernabe, Antenna, New Orleans, LA 
2019 What Is Feminist Art?, curated by Mary Savig, Smithsonian Archives of American Art, Washington D.C. 

Hajichi in Okinawa and Tattoos of the Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan: Past and Present, curated by Yoshimi 
Yamamoto, Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum, Naha, Okinawa, Japan 
Summer 2019 Artist-in-Residence Open Studios, Joan Mitchell Center, New Orleans, LA 
New Editions: Into the FLXST, FLXST Contemporary, Chicago, IL 
Visible, curated by YoungSunChoi, for the Asian American Showcase, Gene Siskel Film Center, Chicago, IL 

2018 Then and Now, curated by Alexandra Chang, Asian Arts Initiative, Philadelphia, PA  
Spoken/Unspoken: Forms of Resistance, curated by Shelby Graham and UCSC students, UCSC Mary Porter 
Sesnon Art Gallery, Santa Cruz, CA 

2017 Stronger Together Celebrating Women Artists, curated by Beate Minkovski, Woman Made Gallery, 
Chicago, IL 

2016  The Hilger Collection Part 2: Painted Surfaces, HilgerBROTKunsthalle, Wien, Austria 
Material Culture, William Rolland Gallery of Fine Art, California Lutheran University 

 Visualizing Our Americana: Color Polemics - Unpacking the Movement Towards Racial Equality and 
Identity in America, curated by Jasmine Wahi, The Gateway Project, Newark, NJ 
25 Years 440,972 miles, 9,125 days - 25 years of art discourse from Buenos Aires to Miami, curated by 
Ombretta Agro Andruff, Diana Lowenstein Gallery, Miami, FL 

2013 CARE Package c/o New Delhi, India International Centre, New Delhi, India  
Interlacing Threads: Traditional Techniques/Contemporary Perspectives, Hokin Gallery, Columbia College, 
Chicago, IL 
Viva la Soul Power!, Hokin Gallery, Columbia College, Chicago, IL 
Under My Skin: Artists Explore Race in the 21st Century, Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American 
Experience, Seattle, WA 
Word On The Street: Image, Language, Signage, Columbia College Center for Book and Paper Arts, 
Chicago, IL 
I Want the Wide American Earth: An Asian Pacific American Story, National traveling banner exhibition 
organized by the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Program, debuted May 1–June 15, 2013 Smithsonian 
National Museum of American History, Washington, DC 

Traveled to (national tour ongoing): 
o 2013 Smithsonian National Museum of American History, Washington, DC 
o 2013 Japanese American National Museum, Los Angeles, CA 
o 2013 Four Rivers Cultural Center and Museum, Ontario, OR 
o 2014 'Imiloa Astronomy Center of Hawaii, Hilo, HI 
o 2014 Minnesota History Center Museum, St. Paul, MN 
o 2014 Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, MO 

http://www.jasminewahi.com/#!past/cu4k
http://www.jasminewahi.com/#!past/cu4k
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o 2014 Idaho Museum of Natural History, Pocatello, ID 
o 2015 Riverside Metropolitan Museum, Riverside, CA 
o 2015 Clovis Community College Center, Fresno, CA 
o 2015 Sonoma County Museum, Santa Rosa, CA 
o 2015 Heart Mountain Interpretive Learning Center, Powell, WY 
o 2015 Cerritos Library, Cerritos, CA 
o 2015 Community Memorial Museum of Sutter County, Yuba City, CA 
o 2015 Asian American Resource Center, City of Austin, Parks and Recreation, Austin, TX 
o 2015 Jacksonville Public Library, Jacksonville, FL 
o 2016 Tucson Chinese Cultural Center, Tucson, AZ 
o 2016 New Americans Museum, San Diego, CA 
o 2016 Museum of Ventura County, Ventura, CA 
o 2016 Greensboro Historical Museum, Greensboro, NC 

2012 Art is My Life - Okinawan Women Artists, in conjunction with the Japanese national traveling exhibition 
Women In-Between: Asian Women Artists 1984–2012, Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum, 
Naha, Okinawa, Japan (print catalogue).  
Feed and Be Fed (Alimenta & Alimentarán), Intermedia Arts, Minneapolis, MN. 
From Chicago to Lahore: A Cultural Nexus, Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, IL 
CARE Package c/o Philadelphia, PA, Twelve Gates Arts, Philadelphia, PA 
Ways of Making: Painting, Visual Arts Gallery, Governors State University, University Park, IL 

2011 Summer Review, Diana Lowenstein Fine Arts, Miami, FL 
2010 Selected of the Selected, 18th annual juried art exhibition contemporary art, Korean Cultural Center, Los 

Angeles (print catalogue) 
Embracing Ambiguities: Faces of the Future, Cal State Fullerton Main Gallery [since renamed the “Nicholas 
and Lee Begovich Gallery”], Fullerton, CA (print catalogue) 

2009  Geo-graphic, Diana Lowenstein Fine Arts, Miami, FL 
Over the Top: 16 Years of Running a Gallery, Walsh Gallery, Chicago, IL 

2007–2008  
The New Authentics: Artists of the Post-Jewish Generation, Spertus Museum, Chicago, IL, (print catalogue) 

Traveled to: 
o The Rose Art Museum of Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 

 
Selected Grants, Awards, Fellowships 
2023 Illinois State Treasurer Frerichs LGBTQ+ History Month Award Outstanding Achievement in Education 

Provost’s Award for Excellence in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, DePaul University 
2022-23 Public Voices OpEd Project Fellow DePaul University 
2021 3Arts Make a Wave Awardee - $4,000 
2020 Art Matters Foundation Grantee - $5,000 

Skipping Stones Honor Award Multicultural and International Books “Okinawan Princess: Da Legend of 
Hajichi Tattoos” 

2019  Artist-In-Residence at the Joan Mitchell Residency – 3Arts Residency Fellowship 
DePaul University, LAS Faculty Summer Research and Development Internal Grant “Gajumaru: Painting 
Okinawan Landscape and Indigenous Folklore” $4,700 

2018 3Arts Foundation 2018 3Arts Project “Okinawan Princess: Da Legend of Hajichi Tattoos.” $4,000 to design 
and publish an Okinawan feminist children’s book that raises awareness about Okinawan traditions and 
culture (March 23 – May 7). 
DePaul University, University Research Council (URC) Grant, “Okinawan Princess: Da Legend of Hajichi 
Tattoos” $3,500 

2017 DePaul University, Academic Initiatives Pool University Research Council (URC) Grant, “The Virtual Asian 
American Art Museum:  Michiko Itatani” $10,000 

2016 DePaul University, University Research Council (URC) Grant, “Queering Contemporary Asian American 
Art” $3,500 

2015 DePaul University, University Research Council (URC) Grant “Uchinanchu: Hawaii and Okinawa as Islands 
of Diaspora” $3,500 

2014  DePaul University, URC Grant “Que(e)rying Contemporary Asian American Art” $3,500 
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DePaul University, URC Conference Grant “ Global Mixed Race – the 3rd biennial Critical Mixed Race 
Studies Conference” $4,000 

 DePaul University, LAS Faculty Summer Research and Development Internal Grant “Que(e)rying 
Contemporary Asian American Art” $4,700 

2013 Ragdale/3Arts Foundation Residency/Fellowship June 17–July 5, 2013 Ragdale, Lake Forest, IL 
2012  The National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute at A/P/A Institute at New York University 

July 9–29, 2012 “Re-envisioning American Art History: Asian American Art, Research, and Teaching” 
selected participant, $2,700 stipend 
DePaul University, URC Internal Grant “Sugar Islands: Painting Okinawan Plantation Life in Hawaii” $3,500 
DePaul University, Fall 2012 and Winter 2013 Paid Research Leave “Sugar Islands: Laura Kina and Emily 
Hanako Momohara” 

2011 The National Endowment for the Arts Art Works grant to DePaul University to support the exhibition War 
Baby/Love Child Mixed Race Asian American Art, Primary Investigator, awarded $39,000, award period 
January 2012–January 2014 
Elizabeth Firestone Graham Foundation to support the publication of War Baby/Love Child Mixed Race 
Asian American Art, Primary Investigator, awarded $10,000, award period 2011–2012 
 

Selected Publications 
2025 Kina, Laura and Jave Yoshimoto. Word of Mouth: Asian American Artists Sharing Recipes (University of 

Arkansas Press, 2025) 
2024 Kina, Laura and YoungSun Choi. “God Damn! 30 Years of Chicago Asian American Artist 

Collectives,” Bridge Journal Vol 24, No 1 (2024): 68–113. 
Kina, Laura, “Shimanchu Imagination: A Letter to Toshiko Takaezu” in Toshiko Takaezu: Worlds Within, 
edited by Glenn Adamson, Dakin Hart, and Kate Wiener (New Haven/New York: Yale University 
Press/Noguchi Museum, 2024). 

2023 Kina, Laura and Shelly Jyoti, Sarah Fee, Barbara Hanson Forsyth, JohnyML, Lisa Trivedi, Michelle Yee.  
Shelly Jyoti: Indigo – The Blue Gold (South Asia Institute/Good Earth, 2023). 
Aono, Joanne and Laura Kina, Over the Rainbow, One More Time (Riverside Arts Center, 2023). 

2022 Tan, Chang, Laura Kina, and Tina Chen, “Special Issue: Visualizing Asias: Interventions in Asian and Asian 
Diasporic Art,” Verge: Studies in Global Asias Vol. 8, Issue 1 (August 20222). 

2020 Takezawa, Yasuko and Laura Kina, “Special Issue: Trans-Pacific Japanese Diaspora Art: Encountering and 
Envisioning Minor-Transnationalism,” Asian Diasporic Visual Cultures and the Americas Vol. 6, Issue 1–2 
(July 2020). 

2019 Tonouchi, Lee (author) and Laura Kina (illustrator), Masashi Sakihara (translator), Okinawan Princess: Da 
Legend of Hajichi Tattoos (Bess Press, 2019). 

2017 Laura Kina and Jan Christian Bernabe, Queering Contemporary Asian American Art (University of 
Washington Press, 2017). 

2013  Laura Kina and Wei Ming Dariotis, War Baby/Love Child: Mixed Race Asian American Art (University of 
Washington Press, 2013). 
 

Selected Exhibitions Curated 
2023 Co-curator “Charm: A Group Show,” FLXST Contemporary, Chicago, IL 

Curator “Shelly Jyoti: Indigo – The Blue Gold,” The South Asia Institute, Chicago, IL 
Laura Kina and Jave Yoshimoto, “Word of Mouth: Asian American Artists Sharing Recipes,” Virtual Asian 
American Art Museum. New York: The Asian/Pacific/American Institute at NYU, January 2023. 
https://vaaam.tome.press/chapter/word-of-mouth-asian-american-artists-sharing-recipes/# 

2018  Lead curator “Chicago-Midwest Modules” and author “Michiko Itatani: Painting the Cosmic Novel,” Virtual 
Asian American Art Museum. New York University Asian/Pacific/American Institute, New York, NY in 
partnership with the Smithsonian and Getty Research Institute. Launched Fall 2018. 
https://vaaam.tome.press/ 

2017  Co-curator Queer Horizons, Center for Art + Thought (summer 2017). 
http://www.centerforartandthought.org/work/project/queer-horizons 

2012–2014 Co-curator and primary investigator War Baby/Love Child: Mixed Race Asian American Art, DePaul 
University Art Museum (April 26–June 30, 2013). http://www.warbabylovechild.com/ Traveled to The 
Wing Luke Museum of the Pacific American Experience (August 9, 2013–January 9, 2014).  
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Books 
2017  Rethinking Postwar Okinawa: Beyond American Occupation, edited by Pedro Iacobelli and Hiroko 

Matsudo (Lexington Books, 2017), cover. 
The Being of America: Personal Narratives of Being Mixed-Race in the Twenty-First Century, edited by 
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 Gendering the Trans-Pacific World: Diaspora, Empire, and Race, edited by Catherine Ceniza Choy and Judy 
Tzu-Chun Wu (Brill, 2017), cover. 

2016 Yasuko Takezawa, “Negotiating Categories and Transgressing (Mixed-) Race Identities: The Art and 
Narratives of Roger Shimomura, Laura Kina, and Shizu Saldamando” in Trans-Pacific Japanese American 
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(University of Hawaii Press, 2016), 60–90, cover. 
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River Press, July 2015). 
Megumi Tomiyama, “We will continue to form silent voices: Okinawan Women Artists,” Inter-Asia Cultural 
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Temple University Press, 2011), cover. 
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(Toronto, Canada: Inanna Press, 2010), 140; 166. 
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Spertus Press, 2007), 40–41 and 91–95. (catalogue) 
 
Reviews and Author/Artist profiles 
2025 Daniel Caruth, “’Word of Mouth’ explores connections, cultures, through recipes, illustrations” KUAF 

Ozarks at Large, Feb 18, 2025. https://www.kuaf.com/show/ozarks-at-large/2025-02-18/word-of-mouth-
explores-connections-cultures-through-recipes-illustrations 
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2022 Travis Seifman, “Exhibition review: Portraits of Ryukyu,” Critical Asian Studies, 54:4, 574-
593, DOI. 10.1080/14672715.2022.2128844 

Amy Sadao and Susette Min, “The Critics Page: Abolition of a Category,” The Brooklyn Rail, July/Aug, 2022: 
40–53. 

2020 Marisa Crawford, “"Revisiting the Question "What is Feminist Art?" Hyperallergic, October 15, 2020. 
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culture,” International Examiner, February 18, 2020. https://iexaminer.org/okinawan-princess-reclaims-
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Megumi Kitahara, “Gender x Art: Laura Kina,” Genderart.jp, January 2020: 17. 

2019  ハワイ・福島 新たな回路を生み出す写真家・岩根愛のまなざし, Bijutsu Techo, December 2019: 
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Kazuyuki Ito, “Okinawa’s Tattoo Hajichi ‘Women’s Pride;” Asahi.com, September 10, 2019. 
https://www.asahi.com/articles/ASM943R7PM94TPOB003.html?iref=pc_ss_date 
Ysabelle Cheung, “Alternative Perspectives” Book Review: “Queering Contemporary Asian American Art” 
ArtAsiaPacific, Issue 115, September 2019: 145. 

https://www.kuaf.com/show/ozarks-at-large/2025-02-18/word-of-mouth-explores-connections-cultures-through-recipes-illustrations
https://www.kuaf.com/show/ozarks-at-large/2025-02-18/word-of-mouth-explores-connections-cultures-through-recipes-illustrations
https://pulp.aadl.org/node/623021
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https://iexaminer.org/okinawan-princess-reclaims-the-power-of-a-forbidden-cultural-practice-in-okinawan-culture/
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Ryan Masaaki Yokota, “Facing Forward: Mixed-Race Japanese Americans in Chicago,” Discover Nikkei 
(and Nikkei Chicago), February 9, 2017. 

2016 “‘Transnational Lives in Motion’ At Cal Poly Pomona, Rafu Shimpo, February 24, 2016, 
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https://iexaminer.org/queering-contemporary-asian-american-art-a-long-overdue-intervention/
https://iexaminer.org/
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Current Academic Appointment and Other Official Positions 
2014–present Vincent de Paul Professor The Art School, DePaul University 
2022-2024 Visual Arts Editor, Bridge journal 
2022–2023 The Smithsonian American Art Museum Charles C. Eldredge Prize for Distinguished Scholarship in 

American Art Juror 
2021-present Critical Ethnic Studies and Visual Culture Series Editor, University of Washington Press 
2018–2023 Amerasia Journal Editorial Board member. Published by UCLA Asian American Studies Center. 
2016-present Curator Virtual Asian American Art Museum https://vaaam.tome.press/ 
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Heiwa Terrace, Chicago, IL 
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Mingei International Museum, San Diego, CA 
Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 
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Smithsonian Archives of American Art, Washington D.C. 
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